
HON’BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE SRI THOTTATHIL B. RADHAKRISHNAN 
AND 

HON’BLE SRI JUSTICE RAMESH RANGANATHAN 
  

WRIT PETITION No.22988 of 2018 
 

ORDER: (per the Hon’ble the Chief Justice Sri Thottathil B. Radhakrishnan) 

We have heard the learned counsel for the petitioner and the 

learned Government Pleader for Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control 

Board, apart the learned Government Pleader for Environment and 

Forests. 

 2. Under challenge is Ex.P.1, a Stop Production Order issued on 

29.06.2018, whereby the competent authority has directed stoppage 

of further activity of the petitioner’s establishment on the specific 

finding and pre-decisional hearing.  It is relevant to note that such 

action at the hands of the statutory authority was preceeded by a 

Public Interest Litigation of this Court.   

3.  Ex.P.1 is rendered after discussions and it is apposite to quote 

the following from the said order: 

   “After detailed discussions, the Committee recommended 

to issue Stop Production order to the industry as the industry have 

not complied with all the directions issued by the Board vide Order 

Dt.09.11.2017 i.e., the BOD of the effluent at the outlet of ETP is 

found to be 68 mg/lt which is exceeding the Board’s stipulated 

standards of 30 mg/lt, ii) the industry has not yet even initiated 

the construction of STP to treat the domestic effluents of  

90 KLD.” 

 
4.  In the light of the aforequoted, we are of the view that the 

impugned order was issued after due consideration of the relevant 

facts and materials and in conformity with the statutory provisions.  

Such action has been carried out by the statutory authority 
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empowered to do so.  Pre-decisional hearing has also taken place.  

The factual findings of that authority, which decided the issue on the 

basis of scientific data, would not be interfered with in judicial 

review unless it is demonstrated to be arbitrary, unreasonable or 

perverse. We find none of these grounds is available in this writ 

petition.   

5. However, we are satisfied if the petitioner trims down the 

effluent level to the bench marks which are permissible in 

accordance with the relevant statutory provisions in the Principal Act 

as well as the Rules thereunder, the Andhra Pradesh Pollution 

Control Board and the authorities under it will consider the request 

of the petitioner for conducting inspection of the establishment and 

if the competent authority is then satisfied that the establishment 

has regulated the effluents to be within the permissible limits, in 

accordance with law, requisite action shall be taken to consider the 

petitioner’s request for lifting the Stop Production Order. 

Writ petition is ordered accordingly. 

Pending miscellaneous petitions, if any, shall stand closed.  No 

order as to costs. 

 
___________________________________ 
THOTTATHIL B. RADHAKRISHNAN, CJ 

 
 
 

___________________________________ 
                                            RAMESH RANGANATHAN, J 

Date: 09.07.2018 
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